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to dispel. All which they can collect, hut that hy
no means distinctly, is, that, as those who trade for
the Company in the articles of investment may also
trade for themselves in the same articles, the old op-
portunities of confounding the capacities must re-
main, and all the oppressions hy which this confusion
has been attended. The Company's investments, as
the General Letter from Bengal of the 20th of Novem-
ber, 1775, par. 28, states the matter, " are never at a
stand; advances are made and goods are received all
the year round." Balances, the grand instrument of
oppression, naturally accumulate on poor manufactur-
ers who are intrusted with money. Where there is
not a vigorous rivalship, not only tolerated, but en-
couraged, it is impossible ever to redeem the manu-
facturers from the servitude induced by those unpaid
balances.

No such rivalship does exist: the policy practised
and avowed is directly against it. The reason as-
signed in the Board of Trade's letter of the 28th of
November, 1778, for its making their advances early
in the season is, to prevent the foreign merchants
and private traders interfering Vith the purchase of
their (the Company's) assortments. " They also re-
fer to the means taken to prevent this interference in
their letter of 26th January, 1779." It is impossi-
ble that the small part of the trade should not fall
into the hands of those who, with the name and au-
thority of the governing persons, have such extensive
contracts in their hands. It appears in evidence that
natives can hardly trade to the best advantage, (your
Committee doubt whether they can trade to any ad-
vantage at all,) if not joined with or countenanced
by British subjects. The Directors were in 1775 so